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SKETCH OF THE LIFE AND CHARAC- 
TER OF THE REV. JOHN WILLIAMS. 





I would express him simple, grave, sincere ; 
In doctrine uncorrupt ; in language plain, 
And plain in manner ; deeent, solemn, chaste, 
And natural in gesture ; much impress’d 
Himself, as conscious of his awful charge, 
And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too ; affectionate in look, 

And tender in address, as weil becomes 
A messenger of grace to guilty men. 


Behold the picture !—Is it like ?— Cowper. 


Tue month of May last wit- 
nessed the sudden departure of 
the Rev. Jonn WI u1AMs, senior 
pastor of the Baptist church in 
Oliver-street, New-York. He was 
a man of whose character and his- 
tory it might well be said, in the 
brief and beautiful simplicity of 
inspiration—“ He was a good 
man, and full of the Holy Ghost 
and of faith; and much pfeofile 
was added unto the Lord.’’ Meek, 
patient, and zealous, he laboured 
long and successfully, and, when 
Vou. VI.—New Series. 
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unexpectedly removed from the 
sorrows and warfare of the church 
militant on earth, into the light ~ 
and gladness of the church tri- 
umphant above, he left behind 
him a loved and a lamented name; 
and good men of all denomina- 
tions mourned at his death, as for 
a father and leader in Israel. Dis- 
tinguished for quiet usefulness, 
he was no less remarkable for his 
unpretending modesty ; and such 
was the reserve which he always 
maintained on the subject of his 
own feelings and history, that 
with much difficulty were gather- 
ed the materials for the scanty no- 
tice of his life which follows. 


John Williams was born in Car- 
narvonshire, Wales, on the 8th 
day of March, (old style) 1767 
The name of his father was Wii- 
liam Roberts, from which, accord- 
ing to the ancient custom stil! 
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retained in some parts of the | 


Principality, of deriving the sur- 
same of the children from the 
christian name of the father, 
he took the name of Williams. 
The farm Plasllecheiddior on 
which he was born, had for 
many generations been the home- 
stead of the family, a race of 
hardy and respectable farmers. 
Atan early age, Mr. W. was re- 
moved to the house of his mater- 
nal grandfather, who resided at 
the distance of a few miles, and 
with whom he passed the years of 
his boyhood. The family into 
which he was thus brought, as 
well as thatof his father, were 
from education and habit warm- 
ly attached to the Established 
Church, and a regular attendance 
at the parish church* was one of 
the first lessons of his childhood. 
Being from his lameness unfitted 
for those agricultural labours 
which had been the pursuit of 
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his fathers, and would else have 
been his choice, it was desired by 
his father, that he should receive 
a classical educationywhich might 
fithim to enter the ministry of 
the Episcopal church. But even 
at this early age, was displayed 
that independence of character, 
that modest fear of becoming bur- 
densome to others, which so 
strongly marked the whole course 
of his after life. Unwilling to 
remain dependant for support 
upon his family, during the long 
period which might elapse ere he 
should, in some humble curacy, 
find the reward of his studies, he 
declined the proposal, and pre- 
ferred to acquire a trade, by which 
his industry might meet an earli- 
er reward. Toa trade he accord- 
ingly applied himself, and for this 
purpose went to reside in the 
county town of Carnarvon. Dut 
he had not long been employed in 
this pursuit, before an event oc- 








* The pulpit of this church was, at 
this period, filied by a man of singular 
character. Ata time when the evan 
gelical party in te church of England 
was as yet weak and despised, this man, 
from the strain of his preaching, was 
considered asresembling them. But to 
this comparative purity of sentiment, he 
added a shameless depravity of conduct , 
and the high churchmen were not more 
disgusted with the purity of his doc- 
trine, than were the pious with the 
irregularity of his practice In the pul- 
pit, he was a powerful and zealous 
preacher; in private life, a drunkard, a 

abler, and a bully. When reproved 
or his inconsistencies, his usual reply 
‘was, “ Do asi say and not as I do;” 
and it became a proverbial expression 
among his rustic parishioners ; ‘** When 
in the pulpit, he preached so well, ’' was 
a pity he shoud ever leave it; when out 
of it, he lived so ill, *twas a pity he 
should ever enter it.’ This singular 
being was a frequent visiter at the house 
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of Mr. W.’s grandfather, and Mr. Wil- 
liams often, at an early age, felt no little 
surprise at seeing his pastor come up to 
the door reeling from the sports of the 
cock pit, (for cock-fighting was one of 
his favourite amusements,) and bearing 
on his face the marks of bruises receiv- 
ed in some drunken fray. It seems 
hardly credible that such a man should 
be permitted to minister in any church ; 
but those acquainted with Wales as that 
country was, not fifty years since, know 
full well that such depravity of conduct 
in a Clergyman was no uncommon thing 

Nearly the only singularity of the case 
was, that without any motives of interest 
he had adopted sentiments so opposite 
to his own conduct, and so unpopular 
among his clerical brethren. Impurity 
of practice generally leads to heresy of 
doctrine ; he was remarkable for having 
deserted the opinions without abandon- 
ing the practice of those abandoned and 
dissolute clergy who disgrace the retired 
curacies of the Principality. 
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eurred which changed the whole 
current of his thoughts, and gave 
anew colouring to his life. The 
manner in which he first was 
brought to attend the ministry of 
the Dissenters is now unknown. 
It was, however, under a sermon 
preached by David Morris, a de- 
voted minister of the Whitfield- 
ites, or Calvinistic Methodists, 
that his mind first found ease from 


haps, stood at the head of his de- 
nomination in Wales, distinguish- 
ed alike for solid judgment and 
profound scholarship. Under his 
patronage, not long after his union 
with the church, Mr. W. began 
his pulpit ministrations. Beloved 
for the gentleness of his manners, 
and the pure ardour of his piety, 
he was considered as exhibiting 
the promise of great future useful- 





its burdens. At this period, also, | 
he was accustomed to say, that | 
he derived the greatest encourage- | 
ment and benefit from a Welsh 
translation of the “Come and | 
Welcome to Jesus Christ,” a| 
production of that splendid, | 
though untutored genius, John | 
Bunyan. It was thus that the’ 
writings of one, scarce master | 
of the refinements of his own) 
language, were, under God, pro- | 
ductive of a strong effect long 
after the death of their author, 
and in a language to him entirely 
unknown. Little imagining that. 
it should ever reach the moun-)| 
tains of Wales, Bunyan, in the’ 
spirit of faith, had cast his work | 
as “bread upon the waters,” and | 
after many days it was “found 
again,’ and became food and 
nourishment to one whom God 
had designed for much usefulness. 
it may well be supposed that Mr. 
W. always retained for the works 
of this author a grateful partiality. 
Ife had about completed the nine- 
teenth year of his age when he 
united with the Independent 
Church in the neighbourhood, 
which was under the care of the 


ness. Possessed of the affection 
and esteem of his pastor and fel- 
low-members, he was no doubt 
happy; but truth was to him yet 
dearer than earthly friendships. 
His Bible was now his library. 
He studied it intently and can- 
didly ; and ere long, doubts began 
to insinuate themselves of the pro 
priety of infant sprinkling. With- 
out, however, revealing to his 
pastor the workings of his mind, 
he one day inquired of Dr. Lewis 
the meaning of the passage, 
“ Buried with him in baptism.” 
The reply, which,as coming from 
a man of intellect and learning, 
sunk deep into the mind of the 
youthful Christian was, “I really 
think the Baptists have, in the 
interpretation of that text, the ad- 
vantage over us.” His doubts 
could not long be concealed, and 
Dr. Lewis laboured long and ears 
nestly, but in vain, by conversa- 
tion and the loan of Paedobaptist 
writings, to remove the scruples 
which he had unwittingly encour- 
aged. Their friendly discussions 
were frequently prolonged long 
after midnight; but the modest 
conclusion with which V illiams 
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Rey. Dr. Lewis, a man who, per- 


l generally summed up the amica- 
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your talents and your learning, | 
could make more of my side of 
the question than you can make of 
yours.” 


bie debate, was, “ Had I, eal 


Mr. W. had _ received from } 


Heaven a modest independence, 
both in thought and action, which 
never permitted him to evade his 


with strength of intellect to per- 
ceive, and decision of character 
to follow the truth, lead him 
where it might. The Pzdobap- 
tist authors which Mr. Lewis lent 
in abundance for his perusal, were 
read and tested by the Bible. 
They failed to convince him ; and 
study, reflection, and _ prayer, 
brought him at the age of twenty- 
one, to the baptismal waters ; and 
he became by immersion a mem- 
ber of the Horeb Baptist church 
at Garn. The discussion which 
had terminated in his separation 
from the church of Dr. Lewis, 
never weakened the esteem which 
each felt for the other; and to the 
close of his life, Mr. W. continued 
to speak of his former pastor 
with a warmth of affection which 
time could not quench, and dis- 
tance could not lessen. Mr. W. 
had not long been united with the 
Horeb church before he became 
their minister. They knew his 
worth, and he reigned in their 
hearts. It was said of his peo- 
ple, that when a stranger occa- 


duty ; and he was endued, alike, | 





sionally ministered among them, 
they never were satisfied; and 
great as the attraction of novelty 
must ever be, none could with 
them be compared to their stated 





preacher. Before being fixed over 
this little flock, he had been ad- 
vised by some of his friends to 
enter the Bristol Baptist Acade- 
my. In after life, he often la- 
mented his refusal, but the rea- 
sons of itdo honour to his memo- 
ry. His early ministrations had 
produced a pain in his breast, 
which he regarded as the forerun- 
ner of approaching consumption. 
Believing that the years which 
remained to him were but few, he 
was unwilling to waste a moment 
in preparation, and accordingly 
threw himself in the strength of 
faith, with all his imperfections 
of education upon him, into the 
work of the gospel ministry. With 
a perseverance the most devoted, 
and a patience the most untiring, 
he travelled and laboured in sea- 
son and out of season. It was, 
perhaps, the very energy with 
which he laboured, as in the ex- 
pectation of death, that was the 
means of prolonging his life. The 
Horeb church was composed of 
several branches, which, though 
forming but one body, met at dif- 
ferent places of worship. Mr. 
\\ illiams travelled extensively 
through North and South Wales, 
and collected funds for the build- 
ing of two meeting-houses for his 
affectionate people. What their 
number at his coming among 
them was, we are unable to ascer- 
tain; but from Rippon’s Baptist 
Register, we find that in October, 
1794, the members amounted to 
140. By means of these journey- 
ings, he became generally known 
and respected throughout Wales. 
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He was a friend and fellow travel- 
ler of the celebrated and apostolic 
Christmas Evans, with whom he 
continued an occasional corres- 
pondence to the close of life. 

It may appear strange that he 
could willingly leave a flock of 
whose affections he was so entirely 
possessed, and who earnestly op- 
posed his intentions ; but his mo- 
tives were deserving of the high- 
est praise. The tide of emigra- 
tion was at this period fast pour- 
ing from the shores of Britain in- 
to these yet infant States. Many 
of the mountaineers of Wales, op- 
pressed by the grinding weight of 
public distress, and perhaps not 
uninfluenced by the revolutionary 
principles,the seeds of which were 
then sown throughout Europe, 
were abandoning their ancient 
homes for the comforts of what 
had been painted to them asa 
foreign paradise. Many of them 





were entirely unacquainted with 
the English language. A hope of | 
being useful to these scattered | 
sheep, a desire that to their set- 
tlement ona foreigr shore they 
should carry with them the gos- 
pel of their fathers, and the lan- 
guage of their fathers ; this hope 
and thisdesire,together with other 
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ham, knowing not whither he 
went. His knowledge of the Eng- 
lish language was but small in- 
deed ; and although when a boy 
he had been instructed in the. 
grammar of it, his teacher was 
himself too ignorant to afford 
much assistance to his pupil. On 
the 25th of July, 1795, he landed 
ut New-York, bearing warm re- 
commendations from his church 
and friends in Wales, and among 
others, from his former pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. Lewis. A younger 
brother accompanied Mr. W. 
Within a fortnight after their ar- 
rival inthe country, this brother 
died most suddenly at Schuyler’s 
Mines, near Newark, New-Jersey. 
Mr. Williams, who was then at 
New-York, was informed of the 
distressing event, and immedi- 
ately set out travelling on foot to 
the place. The exertion of the 
| journey; added to the suddenness 
of the blow, produced a violent 
fever, in which the mind was 
scarcely less agitated than the 
body. He had left his native soil, 
his family, and his friends, to find 
in'a foreign land, and among a 
people of strange language, a 
grave for the companion of his , 
voyage, a beloved brother. He 





motives, which, were they pub- 
lished, would throw a strong light 
on the modest reserve and inde- 
pendence of his character, brought 
him as an emigrant to these Uni 
ted States. He tore himself from 
a fond and a mourning peopie, 
and following what he believed 





the call of God, came forth fron: 
the land.of his fathers like Abra- 


began to doubt if he had not rash- 
ily ventured where God had not 
'caiied him; and this considera- 
| tion seemed to raise his feelings, 
| which were naturally acute, toa 
| pitch of intense agony. it was 
but the prelude and the promise 
of after usefulness; it was, in a 
manner, the parting blow of the 


(adversary—the struggle in, and 
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by which, his Heavenly Father 
was girding and exercising him 
for the appointed task. in his 
distress he prayed thatone, though 
but one soul, might be granted to 
him in America as the fruit of his 
ministry and the proof of his call- 
ing; and when he arose from the 
bed of sickness, he arose, if possi- 
ble, more anxiously earnest than 
ever, in the work of his heart. He 
had intended to have settled in 
some neighbourhood inhabited by 
Welsh emigrants, and in his mo- 
ther language to have continued 
his ministerial labours; and with 
this view, his attention had been 
directed to Beulah, in Pennsylva- 
nia, and Steuben in New York. 
In. Welsh he delivered his first 
sermon in America, It was 
preached in the meeting house 
then occupied by the Rev. John 
Stanford, in Fair-street. 

The Baptist church in Oliver 
fat that time Fayette) Street, was 
then composed of about 30 mem- 
bers, of whom, however, only 20 
could be found, who met ina small 
unfinished wooden building, about 
thirty feet square, without gal. 
leries, and seated with benches 
instead of pews. This church 
permitted him and his countrymen 
occasionally to use their place of 
worship for service in their own 
language. They also encouraged 
Mr. W. to attempt the acquisi- 
tion of the English language, a 
request with which after some 
hesitation he complied, and began 
to preach in English for one part 
of the Sabbath, on the other part 
still continuing the use of the 
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| Welsh. Through every disadvan- 
| tage, the English brethren saw a 
, deep and fervent piety, and a na- 
| tive vigour of mind,which greatly 
‘delighted them. They had made 
| several attempts to procure a sup- 
ply, but were unable to find one 
in all respects suitable. They 
now began to fix their hopes upon 
the young stranger, and atlength, 
after a trial of nine months, Mr. 
Williams became, on their unani- 
mous request, their pastor, on the 
28th of August, 1798. In the 
summer of this year, the yellow 
fever commenced one of its most 
dreadful attacks upon the city of 
New-York. Mr.W.amongothers, 
was early seized with the conta- 
gion, and his life was despaired 
of, But the decisive conduct of 
his physician, who in the course 
of a few hours drew from him an 
unusual quantity of blood, proved 
under God the means of his re- 
covery, and he again appeared 
with new zeal among the people 
of his charge. Encouraged by 
the attention which he excited, in 
January following the little church 
substituted pews for benches. 
But they grew, and the place soon 
became too strait; and in 1800, 
the meeting-house was enlarged 
to 60 by 43 feet, and galleries 
were added. In the course of 
years this place also became in- 
sufficient; and in little more than 
twenty years after his first settle- 
ment, Mr. W. saw raised the 
third meeting-house, the present 
edifice, a large stone building, 64 
by 94 feet. 
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Great as was his success, it is 
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not to be supposed that he was | 


without his sorrows: They met | 
him at his very entrance. Some | 
even among the officers of his lit. 
tle church had drunk into the 
spirit of Antinomianism, and by | 
habitual intemperance provoked | 
exclusion from the privileges of | 
church membership. The feeble | 
band were also distressed from | 
without by their disputes with | 
anether small church in the city ; | 
a dispute trifling in its origin, but | 
which mutual recrimination had | 
heightened into a contest, that it) 
required the most persevering ex- | 
ercise of Mr. Williams’ concilia- | 
tory offices to terminate. It was | 
by his meekness and patience, | 
long and assiduously employed, | 
that harmony was at length re-| 
stored. 

But in the midst of his sorrows 
he had also pleasures of the most 
exalted kind. He saw asmall and | 
divided body gradually growing 
into strength and harmony, and a 
pious and zealous people gather- 
ing around him. God raised up 
for him - brought 
into the c en like minded 
with himself. In a few months 
after his settlement, he baptized 
Thomas Hewett. In Oct. 1799, 
John Cauldwell with his wife 
was added on a letter of dismis- 
sion; and in a similar manner 
were received in June, 1801, Mr. 
and Mrs. Withington. The names 
of these revered and lamented 
men are mentioned, because they 
now rest from their labours. They 
seem to have been raised with 











their pastor, and they, with many | 


others, continued to cheer his 
heart and strengthen his hands 
until the year 1822, when all three 
in quick succession descended in- 
to the grave. 

In November, 1801, Mr. W. 
was united in marriage to her 
who is now his lamenting widow, 
an event which contributed great- 
ly to the happiness of his after 
life. 

During an earlier part of his 
ministry, the salary received from 
his people was insufficient even 
to pay his board; he however de- 
rived assistance from the trifling 
funds which he brought with him 
from Wales. But he was not, to 
borrow an expression of his own, 
one of the “disciples of the 
loaves.” He laboured zealously,be- 
cause he laboured disinterestedly. 
His preaching was not the stinted, 
consideration for a narrow salary. 
His exertions were labours of 
love, and they brought with them 
in the success and triumph of the 
gospel, in the added numbers of 
his church, and in the visible in- 
crease of peace, of love, and of 
zeal, their own “exceeding great 
reward.” It was not in him to 
faint or to murmur at the scanti- 
ness of his support, nor yet did he 
regard it as an excuse for con- 
tracting debts which he might be 
unable to discharge. With pe- 
cuniary difficulties he struggled 
in silence, tha::kful to see in the 
growing prosperity of his charge, 
that the blessing of Heaven if not 
of earth was with and upon him. 
The number of members contin- 
ued steadily to increase, and most 
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walked worthy of their profes- 
sion. His high recommendations 
from Wales, together with his 
own conduct, gained him new ac- 
cessions of friends among all de- 
nominations. He had not looked 
for applause, he had not laboured 
for it; but the reputation of being 
a wise and devoted minister con- 
tinually followed him. By gradu- 
al increase the church enlarged 
its numbers, till it counts at the 


present moment more than 540) 
members within its fellowship. | 
During his connexion with them, | 


Mr. W. baptized about 440 mem- 
bers, exclusive of others baptized 
on Long Island and in other parts 


of the State. In the early part of | 


the year 1823, the Rev. Spencer 
H. Cone, of Alexandria,‘ (D. C.) 
was associated with Mr. Williams 
in the pastoral office. 

He had about this period from 
various causes began to decline, 


and the feebleness of his body | 
seemed to obscure the energies of | 


his mind. In the course of one 
memorable year, (1822) three of 
the men who had walked with 
him all his journey through, who 
had shared his sorrows and dou- 
bled his joys, were removed as in 
a band to their everlasting home. 
Their departure left on his mind 
an impression which could never 
be erased. Others still remained, 
not their inferiors in love to his 
person, or in zeal for the church ; 
but those who were gone had been 
with him from the first; he knew 
them thoroughly, had _ proved 
them often, and they had never 
failed him. His labours were still 
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ed 
continued among his flock, but 
decay was making silent and irre. 
parable attacks upon his once vig- 
orous constitution. He did not 
complain, but his appearance be- 
trayed his internal afflictions. 
the influenza which prevailed 
during the winter, seized upon 
and greatly enfeebled him. But 
although evidently weakened, and 
often prevented from preaching, 
he never gave up the hope of ulti- 
mate restoration to health, and of 
a happy renewal of his labours. 
He seemed unwilling to entertain 
the idea that his present sickness 
was smoothing his path to the 
grave. Such thoughts his friends 
had, indeed, of late begun gladly 
to discountenance, and for the last 
two or three weeks immediately 
preceding his departure, he seem- 
ed gathering new strength, and it 
was fondly hoped that summer 
would complete his recovery. On 
Friday and Saturday he had walk- 
ed out, on the former of these 
days to a considerable distance. 
The Saturday night was, however, 
past without r d when he 
arose on the m f the Sab- 
bath, he seemed haggard and bro- 
ken, his eye was dim, and his 
breathing obstructed. But neither 
his family nor himself apprehend- 
ed any immediate danger, as he 
had often been to appearance 
much worse; and although his 
physician was sent for, it was 
without any expectation of the 
blow that was so soon and so sud- 
denly to fall. He came down to 
breakfast as usual, and afterwards 
returned up stairs to his study. 
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He there spent some time in con- 
versation with Mr. Williams, a 
young Baptist minister from Ver- 
mont who was then at his house, 
and in reading a volume of Presi- 
dent Edwards. It was his Trea- 
tise on the Affections, with him a 
favourite work. He remarked, 
with a faint smile, to one who 
stood by, that he was spending 
the morning of the Sabbath in a 
manner to which he had not been 
accustomed. In former years, he 
observed, he had at this hour been 
employed in preparing for the la- 
bours of the day; now he was en- 
joying the labours of others, re- 
ferring to the volume which he 
still grasped with a trembling 
hand. Little thought he, and lit- 
tle expected those around him, 
that the Sabbath he was this day 
to begin, was indeed far different 
from those he had been accus- 
tomed to spend. Unseen was 
breaking cn him the dawn ofa 
Sabbath around whose brightness 
the shades of evening never gath- 
er, for God himself is its eternal 
sun! To Mes? Williams, who 
came into thé room shortly after, 
he said that often as he had read 


this work of Edwards, he saw in 


it new beauties at every perusal. 
“« He speaks,” continued he, “so 
sweetly of Jesus.”” The Rev. Al- 
fred Bennet, of Homer, (N. Y.) 
had, in the meanwhile, called to 
pay a friendly visit. After a little 
conversation, in which Mr. W. 


‘seemed not inclined to suppose 


that there was any danger as to 
the event of his sickness, he com- 
plained of having past the pre- 
ceding night without sleep, and, 
Vor. VI.— New Series. 
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requesting Mr. B.to enjoy him- 
self with a book, walked into an 
adjoining bed-room. He lay 
down, but soon became uneasy, 
and expressed a wish torise. He 
was assisted by Mrs. W. so to do, 
and sitting up in his chair, past 
as in a moment away. When 
Mr. B. was called in from the 
next room, pulsation had ceased. 
Without warning, without fear, 
and without pain, he had, inan 
instant, burst the fetters of the 
flesh, flung aside the habiliments 
of mortality, and past at once 
from the darkness of earth into 
the full blaze of the New Jerusa- 
lem. Ere he had even thought of 
entering the valley of the shadow 
of death, he was wafted dryshod 
over the swellings of Jordan, and 
found himse!f standing a disem- 
bodied and purified spirit before 
the gates of the city of God. If 
it be possible that death should 
resemble translation, certainly his 
departure bore that resemblance. 
Without agroan or struggle he 
ceased to breathe. The change 
to him was the more ineffably glo- 
rious, from its unspeakable sud- 
denness. He had not been dis- 
posed to believe that this sickness 
was unto death, yet was he in the 
fullest and best sense, prepared 
for his end. The wise, as well as 
the foolish virgins slumbered and 
slept ; with them, indeed, he slum- 
bered, but with them, also, even 
at the midnight hour, his lamp 
was trimmed and his loins were 
girt, as those that wait for the 
coming of the Master. His was 
an habitual preparation, a prepa- 
ration of the heart, though not of 
2? 
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the eye. His dissolution was not 
betokened and preceded by those 
glimmerings of glory which often 
shed so rich a lustre on the death- 
bed of the faithful. It had no 
slow gradations from darkness to 
light,—no day breakings of joyful 
anticipation,—no dawnings of in- 
creasing rapture growing brighter 
and brighter unto the perfect day ; 
but like the change of one who 
lies down in the shades of even- 
ing and wakes in the noon day 
blaze, all was suddenness of ec- 
stasy. He had not, as from the 
summit of Pisgah, been transport- 
ed with clear views of the “land 
far off, and the king in his beau- 
ty ;”” and although he always, by 
the eye of an habitual faith, con- 
templated the land of promise as 
lying at the end of his journey, he 
saw it but as through a glass 
darkly, nor knew that he was al- 
ready on the borders of its inher- 
itance. 

It had been in some degree his 
wish to pass suddenly away. He 
had prayed that his life might not 
be lengthened beyond his useful- 
ness. The prayer was heard. 
His labours were finished. Ever 
ready to give in a joyful account 
of his stewardship, the voice of 
the Master on a sudden reached 
his ear and pierced his heart. 
And ere the sun, which shone so 
brightly into his sick chamber, 
had reached its zenith, his spirit 
had soared beyond “ the flaming 
bounds of space” into regions of 
bliss, where imagination faints to 


follow him. “! 
{To be eoneluded in our next.) 
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LETTER HI. 
A. to B. 
MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I wave received your very 
agreeable epistle of the 5th inst. 
WhenI say agreeable, I do not 
mean to compliment you, but in 
summing up the contents, it gives 
me the pleasure of hope, that I 
have not addressed you in vain. 
I must also confess, that some 
things surprise me, not so much 
for their novelty as the manner in 
which you have expressed youp- 
self. I assure you, I have read 
and read again, and the impres- 
sions left on my mind are such 
that I know not how to begina 
suitable answer. The case is so 
important, and my immortal soul 
feels it so, that the compass of a 
letter will hardly suffice. I feel 
as if I wanted my pen to be the 
pen of a ready writer : but, alas! [ 
am only an cartmgpassse) and at 
most the voice One crying in 
the wilderness. May Jehovah 
water us both with showers from 
on high. 

Permit me to be faithful in my 
address, and I hope you will be 
so in your attention. You are too 
much of a philosopher. You rea- 
son manly, but illogically. You 
are honest, but too prudent. Yor 
believe, but your heart is like 
mine, faithless. You are sensi- 
ble, but cannot feel. You see 
things extensively, but will not 
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perceive. Alas, so itis: but let |} gested queries, I would observe’ 
us hope, peradventure it may || that I should be sorry to deceive 


shortly be otherwise. 

You did well to divest yourself 
of prejudice when you undertook 
to investigate the truth or false- 
hood of divine revelation. You 
found, on a deliberate conclusion, 
that none but God could have been 
its author. I rejoice for your sake, 
that you have made this discov- 
ery. You also rehearse a number 
of the most important truths, to 
which, you say, you give full cre- 
dence, “but the Lord has not 


brought them home upon your | 


mind.” I confess these things 
may exist with unregenerate men: 
but, you add, and seem to lament 
the case, that you do not feel that 
sense of sin which is necessary. 
I am sorry you are so much like 
myself in this respect, together 
with thousands of Christians, who 
are continually suspecting them- 
selves, and mourn for want of this 
feeling. You also seem sensible 
of your own inability. I wish I 
were more sensible of this than I 
am. Do you feela want of ha- 
tred to sin? so do others. Do 
you feel a want of love to God? 
so do others. Do you feel a kind 
of indifference for the enjoyment 
of the crown? so do others. Paul 
knew this, when he said, Set your 
affections on things that are above, 
tc. Col. iii. 1, 2. and Heb. xii. 
1. Let us lay aside every weight, 


} 





é7c. Are you careless with re- 
gard to your duty? so are others : 
and Paul complains, 
would do good, evil is present with 





you by daubing with untempered 
mortar. God forbid it. I trust { 
have not so learned Christ. But 
you will reply: “allowing these 
things to be so with others, it does 
not prove them right.” It does 
not: and it would be an evidence 
against the sincerity of their con- 
trition, were they contented with 
this situation. Paul cried out, as 
in the name of all the rest, O/ 


wretched man that Iam, who shall 


deliver me from the body of this 
death! And I may add, it would 
be an incontestible evidence of 
having no part nor lot in Christ, 
did these infirmities and indispo- 
sitions (if I may so call them) 
reign in all their power, 

On the other hand, you imply 
that you know yourself a sinner— 
that you are “ stupid and blind” 
(this did not the Pharisees know). 
You acknowledge the necessity of 
a Saviour—tae propriety of sub- 
mitting to his terms—the neces- 
sity of regeneration—the inability 
of man—and, you add, that you 
are fully convinced of the beauty 
of holiness, the loveliness of those 
who walk agreeably to its dic- 
tates, and that it must afford much 
happiness to its followers, From 
this consideration (at least in 
some measure) you desire to be- 
long to the family of Christ. You 
are not afraid of the cross, and 
could give your body to be burned ! 
You also see the vanities of the 


When I\| world, and are convinced no real 


satisfaction is to be derived from 


me. After dropping these undi- |! their enjorment. Well, if all shis 
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is “ the effect of speculation” you 


are a philosopher indeed. If you 


were not ason of Adam, anda 
sinner of like passions with other 
men, I should be ready to con- 
clude that you came to the know- 
ledge of these things by converse 
with some celestial being. But 
you “do not feelthem!’’ It is 
the lot of man to be mistaken: I 
know you felt what you wrote. 
You ought to remember, that we 
are not called to live a life of 
sense, but of faith. Your situa- 
tion appears to me to be very cri- 
tical, but at the same time very 
encouraging. Nothing more is 
requisite than to feel just as you 
have expressed yourself, and thus 
throw yourself into the hands of 
your compassionate Saviour. In 
other words, believe what he has 
declared of himself in his word, 
* Tam the Life,’ and 1 am well 
assured that you will realize what 
Thomas did when he could say, 


My Lorp and my Gop. But | 


blessed are they who have net scen, 
and yet believed. 

Faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God, Faith 
is without sensid/e evidence, yet it 
is ‘he suBSYANCK Of things hofied 
for, and the uvipence of things 
notseen. It consists in believing 
the things that are spoken, meredy 
on the authority from which they 
proceed. You are waiting for 
what you have no right to expect, 
viz. some miraculous demonstra- 
tion of things to your mind. For 
the Lord’s sake, and for your own 


>_> 


there shall no sign be given you, 
but the testimony which we de. 
clare, Tuatr Jesus prep AnD rosk 
AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. 

But, you will say, /aith is the 
gift of God. This is true; but 
methinks there is a great mistake 
in apprehending this expression. 
The duty of believing is incum- 
bent on all men who sear the 
Gospel ; and the act ef believing 
is the sound conclusion of our 
judgment on the truth of what we 
have heard, coupled with a know- 
ledge of our necessities ; the con- 
viction of which is the work of 
his Spirit upon our minds. It 
glorifies God to give him the 
credit due to his veracity; and 
the benefits of Christ’s redemp- 
tion are appropriated by placing 
our whole dependence on his pro- 
mise, Youneed not wait for any 
thing farther; only make a resig- 
nation of yourself, with all your 
reluctances, and believe that who- 
soever cometh unto God by him, 





| shall in no wise be cast out. 

And now, my dear friend, I en- 
treat you to renounce yourself, 
and cast away your ill-timed pru- 
dence, and de not faithless, but be- 
lieving. You know there is no 
alternative ; the day of judgment 
_is hastening, and we shall be found 
on the right hand or on the left. 
I know something of the sacri- 
fices you are called to make, O 
| youth, youth, youth! but be not 
| dismayed, thy God shall help thee. 
| I know not what acceptauce 
|, this letter will receive with you, 
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everlasting peace sake, do not'' nor is it my province to know; 


require a sigh from Heaven; for |) but 1am not discouraged in my 
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attempt. I want to win you for 
Jesus my Lord, that you may be 
one with him; and greater happi- 
ness, or higher honour, it is not 
possible for mortal to enjoy. May 
your heart be open to give the 
Saviour room: and may he pre- 
pare us by his Spirit, in pardon- 
ing our sins and giving us his love 
to know, that we may enter into 
his everlasting kingdom. 

I remain, with esteem and ten- 
der affection, 

Yours, A. 





LETTER IV. 
B. to A. 
Deak Sin: 

Ir is in the nature of man to 
think too highly of himself; and 
when the subject of his own ex- 
pression, he cannot disguise his 
vanity. For my own part, I shall 
not attempt it; but will deliver 
my thoughts without reserve, and 
trust your liberality to furnish the 
apology. 

I should have written to you at 
an earlier date, but I confess I 
knew not what to say; for my 
mind is fickle as the wind, and as 
often changing. Sometimes it is 
highly agitated, at other times 
more calm, but always in motion. 
You are surprised at my manner 
ofexpression; but if you knew 
my mind you would be more sur- 
prised at what I collected; for 
that mass of confusion was less 
confused than the thoughts from 
which it flowed. You say I “ rea- 
son manly, but illogically ;”’ I ne- 
ver thought to be a philosopher, 
and logic is not my profession. 
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But what I wrote was the effusion 
of a dark bewildered heart. I 
find you are deceived in me, 
hoping that I have experienced 
what it was not my intention te 
express; for I cannot perceive 
that I have the least love for God, 
nor can I feel the bitterness of that 
enmity which the Scriptures in- 
form me is in this carnal heart of 
mine. I have always seen persons 
under divine awakenings, express 
their sense of the evil of sin, and 
their fears of that punishment 
which they are conscious is their 
justdesert. But this is not my 
case. I have never so far seen 
myself as to know by experience 
the plague of my own heart. The 
fears of damnation give me no 
concern. The present prevents 
my dread of the future; and 
though it is before me, yet Iam 
too hardened to fear a worse hell 
than what I now suffer. Sin never 
appeared to me in that hateful] 
light in which others view it. 
What thenamI todo? Must! 
here remain forever? or may I 
catch that feeble ray of hope 
which dimly glimmers through 
the cloud? You advise me to go 
to Jesus. O, that I knew where 
I might find him, that I might 
come even to his mercy seat! 
But how shall I come to him, 
or where shali I findhim? Be- 
hold, I go forward, but he is 
not there; and backward, but I 
cannot perceive him. I look to 
the left hand where he doth 
work, but I cannot behoid him; 
he hideth himself .on the right 


hand that I cannot see him! 
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Could I purchase salvation, I 
would readily do it, at any sacri- 


fice, for my own sake, but am in- 


different for the glory of God. I 
could renounce all things, and 
cheerfully bear the scoffs of a 
frowning world, had Christ under- 
taken to support me: but without 
love to him, all would be vain. I 
cannot profess Christ till I have 
him to profess. It will be useless 
to come to the wedding without 
the wedding garment. I have right- 
eousness, but it is my own; and to 
the righteousness of GodI am a 
stranger. There is certainly a 
beauty in the Divine character, 
and I think I could love him if I 
knew him, and hate sin if I could 
feel its evil nature. I could relin- 
quish my own righteousness, if I 
knew how to receive that of 
Christ. But I am in darkness; 
ignorant of myself, and the man- 
ner of spirit which Iam of. Na- 
ture is depraved, and it still pre- 
dominates. On every side I am 
beset with rocks and quicksands, 
and I beat against them al!. One 
day passes away and another suc- 
ceeds; so weeks and months and 
years in quick succession roll, but 
I remain the same. My feeble 
bark, still tossed upon the billows, 
is still at the same immeasurable 
distance from the shore of hope, 
and if life remains it threatens to 
bring old age before I shall begin 
tolive. Iam sensible that “ the 
day of judgment is at hand ;” that 
life is transient, and all its joys 
but visionary ; yet still its great 
object lies beyond my reach. Un- 
satisfied with what the world can 











give, I long for that grace which 
enables the Christian to look to 
the day of judgment for real life 
and the consummation of all his 
joys. | 

I remain, yours, 

B. 
LETTER V. 
B. to A, 
Dear Sin: 

I FEEL very impatient to hear 
from you again. I have just been 
perusing the two very friendly 
letters which you have addressed 
to me, and still find them big with 
important truths. It is impossi- 
ble for me to read them without 
tears. The subject is indeed seri- 
ous. My affections are much 
moved, but my heart is un- 
changed. Though a man’s tears 
should swell the ocean, and his 
groans shake the earth, all would 
not save him; for without holi- 
ness, no man shall see God. I am 
far from happiness. I know that 
there is no peace to the wicked. 
But why is it that I can feel no 
disposition to glorify him who is 
my judge, and through whom 
alone, the word of truth informs 
me, favour may be obtained ? Why 
is it, that I cannot see that my 
heart is at enmity with this Sa- 
viour? Why is it, that I desire to 
become his follower, to find him 
and enjoy his teachings? Is it 
for the sake of that happiness 
which every man desires? or 
what is it that I feel? Teach me, 
for Iam ignorant. The day of 
judgment is hastening, and I have 
not made my peace with God, »6r 
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can I ever secure it! But you 
tell me, “be not dismayed, thy 
God shall help thee.” O, that he 
would give me faith to call him 
mine, and I might then enjoy his 
help. What precious words are 
these, “* Thy God shall help thee !” 
Will my God help me, who will 
not, can not help myself? I feel 
the want of every grace. Could I 
love him supremely, I think I 
could believe, and then he would 
help me indeed ; but now that I 
am faithless and vile, what will 
be my end, God who made me, 
only knows. | 
But will God help me! The 
thought brings tears in my eyes— 
the repetition overpowers me. Ma- 
ny, in my situation, have thought 
they obtained help from God ; 
but, alas! their hope proved a mere 
delusion, calculated only to pre- 
pare them for the keener torment. 
I have often been deeply affected, 
and sought a solitary weeping 
place; but returning from soli- 
tude, my mind was soon diverted 





to other objects—levity resumed 
its dominion, and I remain un- 
changed. Sometimes 1 am in 
deep distress, and sometimes 
again entirely callous; but always 
in bondage, a stranger to light, to 
happiness, to myself, and to the 
spirit by which I am actuated. 
Do write me soon, and deal 
plainly with me. Tell me what I 
ought to hear, and by the blessing 
of God, it may possibly become 
effectual. 
Yours, sincerely, 
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Se.ect any individual in your 

imagination,—surround him with 

every thing that men are accus- 

tomed to call fortunate, eminent, 

or enviable—health, fortune, 

friends, fame, cultivated intellect; 

add richer colouring to the pic- 

ture—add till imagination and 

desire are exhausted, and when 

you have finished the portrait, it 

is the portrait of afinished wretch, 

if it be that of a being who knows 
not God,—who is conscious of an 
immortal spirit within him, but 
knows neither its destination nor 
its dignity,—who feels within him 
those cravings of unsatisfied de- 
sire that render all his present en- 
joyments hollow, worthless, and 
unsatisfactory—that poison them 
by an indefinite longing after im- 
mortality, of which his terror in- 
creases with his certainty. But 
show me a being crushed to the 
earth under all the accumulated 
evils of nature and fortune; one 
whom the rising sun awakens, to 
light up to suffer, and on whom 
it sets without bringing him the 
hope of rest ; one whom the world 
has never regarded, but with the 
averted eye of scorn or of hatred ; 
and that being is blessed—blessed 
above the lot of mankind—if God 
is the stay of his heart, and the 
consoler of his sorrows,—if reli- 
gion has shed its wine and oil into 
his wounds,—ifas he toils through 
the wilderness of sin and suffer- 
ing, he beholds the promised land 
bright before him, and knows that 





“his light affliction, which is but 
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fora moment, worketh for him a 
far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.”” Oh, brethren! 
what must be the power and bless- 
edness of the religion of Christ, 
that can make us—frail and feeble 
beings as we are, bound down 
with the chains of infirmity—for- 
get them, or feel them not when 
we are once brought under its 
gracious and superior influences ! 
what must be its power, that when 
it is thus put into one scale, can 
counterpoise all the evils of hu- 
manity in the other, and make 
them in comparison as the dust of 
the balance ! 

Yes, such is its power, and our 
own hearts are witnesses of it, 
even when they wander most from 
God. Atthis moment, is there 
ene of us, however we may have 
walked unworthily of the gospel 
of Christ, however we may have 
departed from the Lord, disobeyed 
his will, and disregarded his word, 
— is there one of us who would at 
this moment accept all that man 
could bestow, or earth afford, to 
resign the hope of salvation? No, 
there is not one—not such a fool 
on earth, were the enemy of souls 
to traverse it with the offer. Oh, 
no! however our hearts may be 
corrupted by the cares, the pas- 
sions, and the evils of life, there is 
not one that does not echo to the 
truth of the awful question of 
Christ, “What shall a man be 
profited if he gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul? or, what 
shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” We may live fools 
and madmen, but we cannot die 


| 















so; even the most vicious, in the 
midst of their career would be re- 
joiced to exclaim, “Let me die 
the death of the righteous !”” Such 
is the power of that religion, from 
which is derived every topic of 
consolation here, and of hope 
hereafter; and its character is as 
mild as its influence is blessed. 
Does it war with pardonable in- 


firmities of our nature? does it . 


turn our hearts to stone, to pre- 
vent their throbbing? does it sub- 
stitute insensibility for pain, and, 
like the heartless virtue of the 
ancients, in the attempt to make 
us more than man, make us worse 
than brutes? No: it is the reli- 
gion of him who made the human 
heart, who knows its weaknesses, 
who can be touched with the feel- 
ings of our infirmities. Christ 
does not require of his disciples 
not to sorrow, for he knew that 
man was born to sorrow; he al- 
lows them to sorrow, but not as 
others who have no hope. Under 
the pressure of sudden and severe 
affliction, when our hopes and ow 
hearts are dead within us, when 
we have lost the beloved of ow 
hearts, the delight of our eyes; 
when those are dead whom we 
would die to follow; and are re- 
conciled to life, only by the reso- 
lution that he will live to weep 
that life away,—at such a moment 
(and all of us have had such mo- 
ments) to bid the sufferer not to 
mourn, would be an insult to hu- 
manity; yet such is the wretched 
consolation that the world can of- 
fer us—vain exhortations to sup- 
port our spirits when there is 
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nothing to support them—vain 
advice to forget our grief, when 
the very effort awakens remem- 
brance even to agony. 

Thus says the world, but what 
says the Bible? or rather what 
says the Son of God? Sorrow, 
but not as them that have no hope. 
Simple and sublime language, 
alike conversant with the truths 
of life, and the secrets of eternity ! 
Awful and beautiful—our destiny 
here, and brightening the pros- 
pect with a light borrowed from 
Heaven! Yes, my brethren, let us 
submit our souls to this divine 
monition. Every thing conspires 
to call us from the world, to draw | 
us to God, to bid us resign the 
husks of temporal existence, and 
banquet on the bread of immor- 
tality in our Father’s house. 
Think, oh! think solemnly of that 
place to which we are approach- 
ing—-a place of blessedness or 
wretchedness unimaginable. I 
will turn away from the latter 
view; and God grant that our 
minds may be fixed here, and our 
souls united hereafter, in the for- 
mer! The ancients consoled 
themselves with the thoughts of 
meeting poets and philosophers 
in theirelysium; but the Chris- 
tian’s Heaven has a brighter com- 
pany—prophets and patriarchs, 
saints and martyrs! And those 
whom we loved, and those whom 
we lost, shall we not hope that 
they are there? The spirits of 
just men made perfect are there ; 
all holy, happy, and harmonious: 
the Son of God is there, “who 
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loved us, and gave himself for 
Vor. VI—New Serivs. 





us; and God himself, whose 
name is love, whose presence is 
eternal blessedness! And shail we 
not seek to be there? Oh, yes: 
“let us seek, and we shall find ; let 


us knock and it shall be opened.” 
(Bap. Reg. 
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Mr. Ettis, of the Sandwich Mission, 
was for five years, from the beginning 
of 1817, to the close of 1822, a mission- 
ary atthe Soci:ty Islands. On account 
of the ill health of Mrs. Ellis, he left his 
station fora season, and spent nearly 
five months in Boston, whence he went 
to New-York, and embarked froim that 
place to England in July last. While 
in this country, he gave the following 
statements respecting the Society Isl- 
ands, which we extract from the Mis- 
sionary Herald. 


Geographical Situation of the 
Islands, &c. 


Tue general denomination of Society 
Islands is given to two groups of islands, 
though only one is properly called by 
that name. The islands of the other 
group ate designated on the maps, as 
the Georgian Islands. These are Tahiti, 
Eimeo, Tupuamanu, (called also, Sir 
George Sanders’s Island,) and Tetaroa. 
The islands of the other group are Hua- 
hine, Raiatea, Taha, Borabora, Tubui, 
and Marua. These islands he between 
16° and 18° S. latitude, and 149° and 
152° W. longitude from Greenwich. 
They are about 70 degrees west of 
South America, and 36 degrees S. of 
the Sandwich Islands. 
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The description of the islands given 
by Captain Cook and other navigators, 
is found to be correct. The soil is lux- 
uriant, the climate salubrious, (though 
somewhat less so than that of the Sand- 
wich Islands,) and the scenery every 
where delightful. Those voyagers, 
however, were not at the islands long 
enough to learn the true character and 
condition of the inhabitants; whose 
manners were less innocent, whose cus- 
toms were more savage, and who were 
far less happy, than wassupposed. The 
first impressions of the missionaries 
were favourable. But a residence of fif 
teen years at the islands, gave them alto- 
gether different views of the people. 


Former Character and Condition 
of the Inhabitants. 


Ther domestic and social state.—-For 
domestic happiness, their language con- 
tained not asymbol. Of it they had 
mot an idea. Polygamy was common. 
Whe duties of the marriage relation were 
disregarded. The connexion itself was 
dissolved on the slightest pretences. 
Impurity was universal. 

The lot of the femaie was peculiarly 
hard. She must not cook her food at 
the same fire with her husband, nor eat 
with him, nor make the same house her 
ordinary habitation. Besides, she was 
denied some of the best kinds of food: 
and it was death for her to violate these 
tules. 

Infants were murdered without reluc- 
tance and without remorse; and gene- 
sally by their parents, or other near re- 
Aations. The elder missionaries believ- 
ed that two-thirds of the children were 
thus sent from the world, by the hand of 
violence, in the morning of life. Gene- 
rally they were slain as soon as born. 
Sometimes they were sacrificed to idols ; 
sometimes they were thrown into the 
sea toprepitiate the sharks who were 
worshipped as gods; but oftener they 
were buried alive—frequently in the 
house where they were born, the mo- 








ther helping to fill up the grave. The 
causes of this unnatural deed were vari- 
ous. Infidelity to the conjugal relation, 
weakening the ties of nature, was one, 
Difference of rank in the parents, or, in 
other words, family pride scorning to 
mingie patrician with plebeian blood, 
wasanother. But the most operative 
cause was found in the Arioi Society, 
which must have had its origin in un- 
mingled depravity. The number of the 
Ariois was large, and their principles 
were horrid ; one of which was, that ne 
member shou d suffer his children to 
live. Ifhe did, he was expelled from 
the fraternity. The society was a pri- 
vileged order, and being restricted to 
the higher ranks, was esteemed the 
most polite and honourable institution 
in the islands. 


if parents were cruel to their children, 
children were also cruel to their parents, 
When the parent was old, decrepit, sick, 
and helpless, they would sometimes 
build a booth not far from the house, 
pace him init, give him a small portion 
of provisions, and never go near him 
again. Ofcourse he soondied. Some- 
times, tired with waiting on him, and 
desiring to seize on his property, a par- 
ricide would enter the hut of his unsus- 
pecting father, and pierce him through 
with aspear Sometimes the children 
would pretend to be carrying their sick 
father to bathe, when they would throw 
him into a grave previously prepared 
for the purpose, and stifle his cries, and 
put an end to his life, by throwing large 
stones upon him. 


There was no mutual confidence. No 
man knew whom to trust: for the foun- 
tains of domestic and social affection 
were poisoned, and the rights of others 
were disregarded. An exclusive, un- 
feeling, grasping selfishness every where 
predominated. 

Besides the other causes of wretched- 
ness in their social life, drunkenness 
was almost universal. The juice of the 
ava had long been known to them as 
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furnishing an inebriating draught. At # 
length they were instructed to distil | 
something more efficacious from the | 
juice of the sugar-cane. Stills of the | 
rudest form were to be found in all the 
inhabited parts of the isl nds. Around 





these the natives would gather in small | 
eompanies, and drink the spirit as it was | 
manufactured, until they quarrelled, 
fought, and some were slain. 

Indeed, human life was held as of lit- 
tle value. Many died by open violence ; 
many by secret poison. It was even a! 
general opinion among the _ natives, 
(such were their views of each other,) 
that none died a natural death. If they 
could discover no other cause, they at- 
tributed the decease of their friends to 
the mysterious rites of sorcery. 

Their Government.—This was in the 
highest degree despotic and tyrannical. 
The king of the islands, and the chiefs 
of the several districts, had full power 
over the property and lives of their 
vassals. The rulers seized on the pos- | 
sessions of any one, whenever they | 
pleased ; and it was death to complain. 
The people were often stripped at 
ence of their whole property. A regu- 
lar trial for offences was unknowrl. A 
man was judged unheard, and executed 
without a formal condemaation, and 
usually without warning. Death was | 
the punishment for crimes of every de- | 
gree. The offender was killed with a | 
club or spear, or beheaded. Often he | 
was offered in sacrifice to the idols. | 
Under such a government, there could 
be no feeling of security; no industry; | 
no enterprise. 

Their Wars.—These were carried on 
both by sea and land Their custom 
by sea was as follows. Forty or fifty 
large canoes, lashed together with | 
strong cords, so that none might desert, | 
aud filled with warriors, were rowed | 
out to meet as many more, prepared ip | 
a similar manner for the contest. As | 
the two parties approached, the battle | 
was begun with slings and stones; when | 
they came nearer, spears and javelins | 





—— J 


were used; and when they closed, they 
fought with cubs. In many. cases, the 
vanquished party has been wholly de- 
stroyed, the victor carrying the work 


| of death from one end of the line to the 


other Their wars on land, were even 
more bloody: for besides making all 
possible slaughter of the vanquished on 


| the field of contest, and relentlessly 


pursuing the fugitives for weeks and 
months among the mountains: a reserv- 
ed party of the victors, as soon as the 
battle was decided, rushed upon the de- 
fenceless villages, and carried promiscu- 
ous slaughter among the women and 
children, the sick and aged: or, if any 
were spared, it was for slavery, or for 
immolation upon the altars of the gods. 
The barbarity of these wars was dread- 
ful. Here, a warrior might be seen 
tossing little children and infants into 
the air, and catching them on the point 
of his spear, where they expired in ago- 
nies. There, another might be seen 
dragging, in savage triumph, five or six 
lifeless children by a cord, which had 
been passed successively through their 
heads from ear to ear. Yonder, all coe 
vered with gore, another might be seen 
scooping with his hands the blood from 
the gushing trunk of his decapitated 
foe, and drinking it with hideous exulta- 
tion. These wars were frequent. Scarce- 
ly a year passed without one or more. 

Such evils as these which have been 
mentione.., all combining their influence, 
must, one would think, have constantly 
diminished the population. And this 
was the fact. In 1773, Capt. Cook esti- 
mated the number of inhabitants in the 
islands at 200,000. The missionaries 
believe that there must have been at 
that time at least 150,000. But in 1797, 
when the missionaries arrived there, the 
number did not exceed 20,000; and be- 
fore the Gospel began to exert much in- 
fluence, it had diminished to little more 
than 15,000. Po..are, speaking of the 
goodness of God in sending his word to 
the islands, remarked, that ‘it came to 
the small remainder of the people,’ 
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Their Reigion —The on y controlling 
principle in their religion, was fear. 
Their gods were confessedly evil, re- 
vengeful, cruel. No amiable, lovely 
trait of character was attributed to them. 
Consequently they were never loved. 
And the system of religion resembled 
the gods. It possessed no amiab'e cha- 
racteristics. It sanctioned every crime, 
and even required the practice of very 
many. Itsrites were bloody. The king 
was chief priest. Hence the requisi- 
tions of religion were seconded by the 
civil power. One of the principal re- 
quisitions was human sacrifices, which 
was frequently made. When a large 


kine sent to the chiefs of the several 
districts a number of stones, denoting 
the number of victims, which were to be 
furnished by each. The chiefs then 
sent by night to whatever huts they 
chose, despatched the victims, and the 
next morning sent them in baskets to 
the morai, ortemple. The missionaries 
have proof, that at least 16 or 18 human 
sacrifices have been offer dat one time. 
In some cases, every post in a temple, 
which was erecting, rested upon a hu- 


man body slaughtered for that purpose. | 


The tabu, or system of restrictions, 
which was a part of the religion, was 
severe in its nature, and terrible in its 
effects. It consecrated persons, places, 
and things to certain uses connected 
with the religion ; and disregard of its 
prohibitions sent the .ransgressor bleed- 
ing to the altar. 

“Surely the dark places of the earth 
are full of the habitations of cruelty.” 


Historical Sketch of the Mission to 
these Islands. 


A mission was established in the 
islands, in 1797, by the London Mission 
ary Society For fifteen years, it had 
no apparent success. The missionaries 
became almost discouraged. So like- 
wise Jid their patrons in Great Britain. 
Ghristendom lost, in a great measure, the 
interest it had first felt in the enterprise. 


| The hopes and expectations of Chris. 
1 tians, with respect to the success of 
| evangelical exertions, rested chiefly on 
| other portions of the heathen world. 

| But in 1812, Pomare, the king, offered 
himself a candidate for baptism, and de- 
| sired Christian instruction ; although he 
knew that sucha step might deprive 
him for ever of Tahiti, and might even 
endanger his life. Every motive of 
| worldly policy conspired with his early 
| habits, and his confirmed depravity, to 
| bind him to idolatry; but he formally 
' made the offer, and though he was not 
| then baptized, he ever after manifesied 





i cordial attachment to the Christian re. 
. . ° j 
sacrifice of this kind was ordered, the | 


ligion The next year, a number of 
other natives appeared to be convinced 
iH of their need of salvation by Jesus 
Christ. In 1814, this number was some. 
what increased. They all observed the 
Sabbath, and often met for prayer to 
God For this their neighbours derided 
them, and distinguished them by the 
name of Bure Atua, or Praying People. 
In 1815, the missionaries estimated the 
professed worshippers of the true God, 
in the several islands, at five hundred, 
among whom were several leading 
chiefs. 

Such an increase alarmed the idola- 
ters, and they secretly conspired to cut 
off the ‘praying people’ at one blow. 
But just asthe blow was about to be 
struck, the conspiracy was discovered, 
| and the intended victims fied to Eimeo. 
The conspirators then fought among 
themselves. 

The next year, Pomare went over to 
| Tahiti, and was received by the idola- 
ters with apparent cordiality. But they 
had determined to destroy him and his 
Christian followers One Sabbath day, 
while the king and his people were 
assembled for worship, and while Auna 
(afterwards assistant in the: mission at 
the Sandwich Islands,) was reading 2 
hymn, some one iooked out and beheld 
a large party of the enemy turning 2 
distant point, ‘It is war!’ was the ex- 








clamation. This produced a momentary 
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confusion. Pomare, however, com- 
manded silence, and ordered the ser- 
vices to proceed, saying that their trust 
was in Jehovah. The hymn was sung, 
and a prayer offered to the God of bat- 
tles. Happily they had remembered 
the warnings given them by the mis- 
sionaries, before leaving Eimeo, to be- 
ware of treachery, and had brought 
their arms with them. When the prayer 
was ended the foe arrived. The friends 
of Christianity fought for their dearest 
interests; and when they were pre- 
vented by the nature of the ground from 
coming into immediate action, they 
kneeled down among the trees and 
Bushes, and supplicated divine aid. | 
Their prayers were heard. The leader | 
of the enemy was soon slain, and his | 
party routed. Pomare forbad a pur-| 
suit, and commanded the dead to be | 
decently buried, and the women and | 
children to be kindly used. 

These lenient proceedings had the | 
trappiest effect ; for the idolaters rightly | 
attributed them to the new religion, | 
which they said must be good. They | 
immediately sent in their submissions to 
Pomare, and requested teachers. Thus 
was he reinstated in the government of 
Fahiti and its dependencies. The 
Georgian [slands were now all open to 
Christian instruction, and soon became, 
dy profession, Christian Islands. In no 
long time afterwards, the Society 
Islands proper were brought under the 
_ game influence, and cast away their idol | 
gods. 

Since that time, a printing press has | 
been established in each group of | 
islands, and numerous books in the na- | 
tive language, composed or translated | 
by the missionaries, who first reduced | 
the language to writing, have been | 
printed, and circulated among the peo- 








ple. 


Present Character and Condition | 
of the Inhabitants. 


{ 


! 


Their domestic and social state has un- | 
dergone a radical change, Polygamy |! of individual rights are prevalent, and 


has been abolished. Christian marriage 
has been introduced. The marriage 
vows are held sacred. The husband 
and wife live together, use the same 
kinds of food, eat from the same table, 
and associate on terms of Christian 
equality, and affectionate endearment. 
Children are not only suffered to live, 
but are cherished with great tender- 
ness, and nurtured with pious solicitude 
and care; and domestic happiness is 
well understood, and generally enjoyed, 
in all the islands. 

To a considerable extent, the inhabit- 
ants have been gathered into villages, 
for the sake of the regular preaching of 
the Gospel. Their houses are comfort- 
able, being generally of timber frame- 
work, the interstices of which are wat- 
tled and pla-tered, and the whole white- 
washed Their furniture and clothing 
are in the European style, so far as their 
means will allow. They have been 
taught by the missionaries to make bon- 
nets and hats from materials which are 
found in abundance on the islands; and 
these articles of dress are almost univer- 
sal. They also manufacture sofas, tables, 
&c. which are fast multiplying in their 
dwellings. 

Not less than 12,000, out of the 20,0006 
inhabitants, can read the word of God 
intelligibly, considerable portions of 
which have been translated, printed, and 
circulated : and 3,000 children and adults 
are now in the schools. Many are able 
to write, and some are considerably ac- 
quainted with arithmetic. So that the 
domestic circle is enlivened by intellecs 
tual oceupations, unknown a few years 
since. 

Industry has greatly increased. 
Drunkenness has become rare. Theft 
seldom occurs. Murder is still more un- 
frequent. The aged and infirm are 
kindly treated. 
established, and charitable socicties in- 
stituted, to relieve the afflicted poor. 
The Arioi Society is no more. Its abo- 
minations are detested. Correct views 


Hospitals have been 
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those rights: are respected 


pervades the community. 

Their Government has received a 
salutary modification. It has been de- 
fined and limited by a Constitution, and 
exists in the mildest patriarchal form 
The king and his chiefs have power 


only to execute the laws It is, in fact, 


a government of laws. These laws have | 


been printed and promulgated. Indi 
vidual rights have been made sure No 
man can be mo ested at pleasure, either 
Punishments 
are prescribed by the laws, and are pro- 


in his person or property. 


portionate to the aggravation of the 
offence. 
demned, 
out a regular trial; 


nor any be condemned with- 
and this trial is 


Private in- | 
terest is sought in subserviency to the | 
general good; and mutual confidence | 


None can be punished urcon- || 


always by jury, and in an open court of 


justice. 


Their Wars are ended. The weapons | 


of war are neglected, and are perishing 
Instead of guns and powder and ball, 
they seek for implements of husbandry, 
for clothing, for domestic utensils, for 
means of growing in knowledge, and in | 
grace. 
Their Religion is peaceful and holy 

It teaches to cultivate the virtues of| 
penitence, and charity, and faith ; 
seek the happiness of each other, and | 
all men; to set lightly by the world ; 

lay uptreasure in Heaven. to be ee 
harmless, undefiled. By this religion the || 
whole population is much influenced ; 
though it is by no means presumed that 
all are truly pious. Family prayer, how- 


ever, is almost universal: so also is 


j 
] 
| 





—=_—> 
municants almost universally adorn their 
profession Messrs. Tyerman and Ben- 
net, the Deputation of the London So. 
|| ciety, remarked, after being some time 
at the Islands, that they had not met 
with a member of the mission churches, 
who, for religious knowledge and Chris- 
| tian character. would not be received 
|into the Dissenting churches of Eng- 
land. The Sabbath is most strictly ob- 
served. The food for that day is pre- 
pared on Saturday. 





No labour is per- 
not a canoe is seen on 
the water; not even fire is lighted in 
their houses. At sun-rise two-thirds of 
the population attend a prayer-meeting, 
_conducted by the natives. Two other 


formed on land; 


| public services, conducted by the mis- 
1 sionaries, are also attended during the 
| day. Twenty eight houses of worship 
| are thus occupied every Lord’s day, 
The word of God is the man of their 
counsel, the guide of their lives. Their 
_children are brought up in the know- 
ledge of that blessed word. A missiona- 
ry spirit is wonderfully prevalent. Eigh- 
teen natives have gone to distant islands 
| to carry the knowledge of the Gospel, 
some of whom went at the peril of their 
| lives; and they have laboured with zeal, 
1 _ ability, and astonishing success. Several 
0 || thousands have been taught to read, and 
mame churches have been gathered, by 
| 


means of their labours. 
| What produced this mighty and glo- 
| rious change? Was it conquest ; or the 
| arm of civil power? Was it commerce; 
| or the introduction of science and the 
| arts? No; it was neither of these. With 


| the sciences, the natives of the South 


P _- 
secret prayer, morning and evening. | Seas are even now scarcely acquainted ; : 
About 2,000 have been received into ! and in the arts, they manifested no in- 
the full communion of the churches, (of |) terest until Christianity gained the as- 


which there are eleven, ) and after two, | 
three, four, and five years trial of their || 


Chi istian life ; and 8,000 have been bap.- | 


tized, a larg 
adults, who give evidence of picty, but 
are to be still longer tried, before ad- 
mission to the Lor«d’s supper, and the | 
fellowship of the churches. “The com- 


re proportion of whom are | 


Pacarys Their commerce was ever 
| most nding diseases to their inter- 
| course with foreign traders. Nor does 
| it appear that Pomare ever made use of 
'| his authority to enforce a profession of 
| belief in the Christian religion. The 
i 


contrary is most apparent. He used the 
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game means which were used by the || 


missionaries For three years after his 
conversion, the great body of his sub- | 
jects continued in rebellion against him ; | 
and were the more decidedly opposed | 
to him on account of his new religion. | 
And their attention to this religion was | 
secured at last, not by his conquests, nor 


' 


by his power; but by his forbearance } 


and kindness: qualities of which he 
was remarkably destitute in his early 
years, and for which he was wholly in- 
debted to the instructions of the mission- 
aries. These amiable traits of character 
in the once savag., brutal, ferocious 
Otoo, the idolaters rightly attributed to 
the ‘new religion ;’ and by this strong 
light they were made to perceive some- 
thing of the excellence of that religion. 
Thus the door was opened to carry in- 
struction toall; and it was instruction 
in the plain and simple truths of the Gos- 





the Almighty Spirit upon the pious in- 
structions of the missionaries, was the 
true and only cause. Missionaries sowed 
the seed; they watered the ground: 
and God gave the harvest. The glory 
belongsto God; but the instrumental 
agency was theirs. It belonged to no 
other class of men. 

We should like to proceed with re- 





pel, which produced the mighty, glori- 
ous change, that we have been contem- 
plating. The operation of no other 
cause can be perceived, either in pro- 
ducing the change in Pomare, or in his 
people. 

Indeed, the nature of the effect, points 
out the cuuse. Such is its nature, that 
it could have been no otherwise pro- 
duced, than by the incutcation of di- 
vine truth. The knowledge which the 
people now desire more than any other, 
is religieus knowledge. The employ- 
ments, which they relish more than all 
others, are religious employments. The 

' possessions, which they value more than 
all others, are of a religious nature, such 
as the Scriptures, the preaching of the 
Gospel, &c. The society, which they 
choose before any other, is religious so- 
ciety. Such effects as these being 
found in an individual, or in a communi- 
ty, especially if all exist contemporane- 
ously, prove the existence of a power- 
ful moral cause, or religious influence. 
Such an influence it must have been, 
that produced the great transformations 
inthe character and condition of the 
South Sea Islanders. The blessing of 


marks upon missions in general; but 
| have not room. We close by saying, 
| that the most natural reflection arising 
| from the foregoing statements, is that 
| made by one most experienced in mis- 
|| sions to the heathen :—* Let us not be 
| weary in well doing ; for in due season 
| we shall reap, if we faint not.’ 


AFRICA. 


AcreEaBty to our former anticipa- 
tions, the Lord has opened a door for 
the introduction of the gospel among 
the ignorant Africans at Liberia, and its 
vicinity, which invites the co-operation 
of all our brethren. Never, since the 
commencement of missionary labours in 
modern days, has a more favourable pros- 
pect presented itself of doing so much 
good with so little labour and expense. 
We have carried the Gospel to Burmah ; 
and whatever may be the result of the 
present embarrassments in that region, 
there is no doubt that some immortal 
souls, already converted to God, will be 
received into heaven as the fruit of that 
mission. The seed which is planted, 
we trust will also grow upon earth, till 
Jesus Christ shall be acknowledged 
throughout the empire. We are now 
supporting missionary establishments 
among the aborigines of our own coun- 
try, which have already instrumentally 
effected the salvation of numbers, and 
still promise great things in future. 
But Africa, at the present moment, pre- 
sents a case, in our opinion, more inte- 
resting than all others. Mr. Carey, our 
missionary there, has proven himself 








worthy of our entire confidence, both 
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while in America, and since his arrival 
in Africa. The situation in which he was 
placed before he entered upon this field 
of labour, presented many inducements 
for him to remain in America. Blest 


with liberty and an ample competency ; 


elevated above most of his countrymen ; 
enjoying the respect of all; nothing but 
an ardent desire to spread the gospel 
of salvation in the land of his fathers, 
could have induced him to relinquish 
the charms which bound him to Vir- 
ginia. But he saw his brethren, his 
kinsmen according to the flesh, perish- 
ing for lack of knowledge: and the 
idea of conveying to them the tidings of 
mercy, superseded all other considera- 
tions, and determine: his mindin favour 
of the great undertaking. The Lord 
has prospered his way: and in Africa 
he has administered the sacrament vow 
to a considerable number of willing sub- 
jects, by burying them with Christ in 
baptism. The following letter from 
him to Mr, William Crane, of Richmond, 
will show the present appearance of 
things in that country. 


Monrovia, Aug. 16, 1823. 


Dear BroruEr: 

I have just time to let you know that 
I am well, by the Cyane, as she leaves 
here this evening. I wrote to you by 
the Fidelity. Our Sunday school, and 
missionary school, both go on and pros- 
per: although our number is not as 
great as it has been. 

I have made a visit up to Grand Cape 
Mount; and, while I was there, I lost 
no time in endeavouring to determine 
what was the prospect of getting a 
school on the way among them. They 
are very desirous that I shall establish a 
school there. I think, if the Board will 
support a school one year. after that 
time it may be conducted with very 
little expense ; and all I am waiting for 
is books, and the opinion of the Board 
‘on the subject Please lose no time in 
getting books sent on for this object, 
for that is the largest field for labour on 














this part of the coast. Any man whose 
heart is set fully on the work, may find 
arich field there. There is a young 
man here that promises well. Him | 
expect to send up after I get it estab. 
lished. 

Our little church has been wonderful. 
ly blessed of late. I baptizedtwo yes. 
terday; one the Sunday before; and 
three the Sunday before that. 

If the Board of Missions ever intend 
to send a missionary to Africa, now is 
the time, and Grand Cape Mount is the 
piace. I have the King’s letter; and he 
has my promise for a teacher He 
knows that I look to you to enable me 
to perform it. May the Lord protect 
us both. I hope to come to your next 
annual meeting.* 

Yours, 
Lott Carry.” 


It now remains for us to determine 
whether we wiil make an effort for the 
salvation of these children of darkness, 
A variety of considerations press their 
claim to our immediate attention. 

First, we owe them much. Our an- 
cestors excited desolating wars among 
them, for the purpose of enslaving their 
prisoners. We have held in long and 
cruel bondage, their children. Many 
of the luxuries which we now enjoy, 
are the products of their labour, invol- 
untarily extorted. To send in return 
to their native land, the arts of civilized 
life, and, above all, their concomitant 
and paramount blessings, the consola- 
tions of the gospel of Christ, is no 
more than the payment of a debt of 
justice to them, irrespective of our ob- 
ligation to God to make his mercy 
known. 

Secondly, The local situation of Li- 
beria, is, of all others, most favourable 
to the object. Itis in the centre of that 
part of Africa which has suffered most 
from the slave trade. It lies about 150 





* The meeting of the African Mis- 
sionary Society, next Easter Monday, 
in Richmond, is here intended, 
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miles south of Sierra Leone, near the 


equator, with no European or Christian 
establishment beyond it for nearly two 
thousand miles, till we approach the 
southern cape of Africa. It is the fron- 
tier coast of an immense region, thickly 
inhabited by human beings, who know 
nothing of Christ or salvation, and to 
whom the gospel may be introduced 
with but few apparent barriers compar- 
ed with what are found in oriental na- 
tions. 

Thirdly, the expense will be trivial, 
in comparison with what must be incur- 
red in other regions. A very trifling 
sum will be sufficient to establish and 
maintain schools there, in which the 
rising generation will be instructed in 
the principles of Christianity ; and we 
may rationally indulge the hope that 
God will qualify and call from among 
them, a sufficient number to spread 
the Gospel extensively among the na- 
tives. 

The only obstacle to extensive mis- 
sionary operations being immediately 
undertaken there, avises from the want 
of the little funds required. Surely, 
the benevolence of our brethren will 
not suffer so fair a prospect to fade 
away on this account. We earnestly 
hope that liberal contributions will be 
made for this special object, and that 
efficient measures will be adopted by 
the Board for the cultivation of this ex- 
tensive field. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


i 


CLERICAL CONDUCT. 





We lately gave a brief narrative, illus- 
wating this grand quality; and will en- 
tertain our readers with another, in 
which the denouement was more remark- 
able. 

Vou. VI.— New Ser ies. 











Visiting, soon after his entrance on 
the ministry, the church of W »in 
G——, Mr. F. found the pastor in a 
state which looked something like des- 
pondency, and something like luke- 
warmness. By the former of these 
words, however, he described it himself. 
‘Do you carry the Gospel into your 
people’s houses ? asked Mr. F. ‘No.’ 
‘How so” ‘I have not the faculty of 
conversing in private on religion.’— 
‘Well, come now,’ said his visiter, 
‘ make a fair trial, we’ll go out together.’ 
The chaise was ordered. After a few 
calls, the tongue of the pastor was loos- 
eda little. Returning home, however, 
they came within sight of a mansion 
that betokened the lordling of the 
neighbourhood. ‘ We stop in here?’ 
said Mr. F. * That isa house,’ replied 
the pastor, ‘ where we can expect no- 
thing but outrage.’ His companion ob- 
serving the state of his feclings, submit: 
ted, and they passed on. 

The next day a lecture was resolved 
on for the succeeding evening, and 
while the pastor was engaged in his 
study, his guest proposed to ride out 
alone. He had learned that the lady 
and sister of the formidable individual 
just mentioned, were persons to whom 
he had before been introduced. He 
approached the mansion, and casting a 
glance obliquely through the row of 
trees that led from the gate to the por- 
tico, observed the planter sitting at a 
window, apparently intent on a book. 
He walked up to the door, before which 
an enormous mastiff lay sieeping, seem- 
ingly emb!ematic of the character given 
of his master. Passing the animal, he 
gently applied his hand to the knocker. 
No servant seemed within hearing of 
the hall, and on rapping again,-a brief 
inquiry of ‘ who’s there ?? came from 
the inner room. Mr. F. without waiting 
longer, approached its open door. The 
planter turned his eyes, and almost im- 
perceptibly s'arted. He had seen and 
heard of Mr. F. With a slight bow, ‘Is 
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Mrs. H. at home, Sir ” * No,’ wheeling 
his chair so as to present his back more 
broadly to his visiter. ‘Is Mise H at 
home, Sir?’ ‘No,’—in the same atti 

tude. After a dead pause: ‘It will 
oblige me to have them told that Mr. 
F. called on them ; and with an invita- 
tion to a lecture at Mr. M.’s to-morrow 
evening.’ He was answered by a con- 
temptuous silence. ‘ Shall we have the 
pleasure of seeing you there, Sir” 
‘Me! ‘Yes, Sir” ‘¢ Of such things I 
never think.’ The planter was thrown 
off his guard by being got beyond his 
monosyllable. ‘Not think, Sir,’ said 
Mr. F. with somewhat feigned astonish 

ment, ‘ why not?’ ‘I have other use for 
my time.’ ‘ Well, then, Sir, permit me 
to say, you are better off than most of 
your neighbours : I have heard several 
of them make the same confession ; but 
they have no excuse, and plead none.’ 
*With men of my standing, I’d have 
you know it’s otherwise.’ ‘ Well, if the 
plea is good now, it will stand good ; 
you would do well, Sir, to remember it.’ 
* Besides, let me tell you. the people 
you would call religious are, after all 
their pretensions, of such character, I 
would have nothing to do with them.’ 
* Another excuse—so much the better ! 
Bear them both in mind, Sir, they will 
stand you in great stead: your neigh- 
bours, I repeat, are much worse off; 
they plead guilty to the charge of ne 

glecting the salvation of God, and ac- 
knowledge it would be just in him to 
condemn them: they are self-condemned 
already: You have excuses, which, if 
good now, will be found good at the 
great day; and that day is but a span's 
length before you.’ His displeasure 
now seemed rising so rapidly, that Mr. 
F. judged it prudent to desist, and left 
him with these words. 

The next day, he repeated his call on 
the ladies, who received him with some- 
thing of an awkward civility. With as 
little delay as possible, he however en- 
gaged them in conversation on the 











great topic; and got them considerably 
interested by it, before the planter ap- 
peared. On entering, his glance fej] 
on Mr. F. with something very different 
froma welcome. Mr. F., however, was 
now too much engaged to feel it. Re- 
spectfully bowing to him as the master 
of the house, he continued conversing 
with the females. His host, aftera few 
moments of apparent agitation and per- 
plexity, stood and listened. Mr. F. now 
made all he said to bear directly and 
pressingly on his case. 

At the proper juncture,—a moment 
when he couid do it impressively, he 
rose to take leave of them. Bowing to 
the ladies, he was extending his hand 
to the knob of the door, when the plan- 
ter anticipated him. With his other 
hand he seized Mr F.’s, as the reclosing 
door shut them both out inthe hall. It 
was the grasp, F. thought for a moment, 
of rage ; and he was summoning his pa- 
tience to bear whatever should come, 
when he felt the head of the planter 
drop on his shoulder, and saw that his 
agitation was actually from = grief— 
* Why—what’s the matter, Mr. H.? 
Vir. H. was speechless. ‘ What can! 
do for you, Sir?” £0O,l ama wretched, 
ruined man” ‘ Why, Sir, you felt safe 
enough yesterday, with excuses in plen- 
ty.? * But they are gone, Sir, and | am 
undone.” Mr. F. would give him but a 
moment or two, and left him—as he 
hoped, not to himself — [Am. Jour. Let. 
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TRACTS IN INDIA, 


Arter Dr. Carey had laboured seven 
years in translating the Bible, and had 
completed the work, Messrs. Marshman 
and Ward went out to India, and set up 
presses to print it- They commenced 
by printing chapters in the form of 
Tracts; Christ’s sermon on the mount 
in one,a parable in another, and an ac- 
count of a miracle in another. These 
Tracts are now read by the missionaries 
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to the natives, who collect around them 
in the. streets and highways to hear 
them explained. We read, for exam- 
ple, the pamable of the Prodigal Son. 
‘A certain maf had two sons. and the 
younger said, Father, give me the por- 
tion that fulleth to me—and he wasted 
his substance in riotous living—and he 
said, I will arise, and go to my father, 
and say, Father, 1 have sinned against 
Heaven, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son.’ I, says the poor pagan, 
am that Prodigal Son: I have sinned. 
And then we point out to him the Sa- 
viour of sinners, the Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sins of the world: and 
often he listens. and goes to Jesus, and 
finds rest to his soul. 

A young Brahmin obtained one of our 
Tracts, and, after reading it, convinced 
that he was a sinner, he came tous, full 
of anxiety, inquiring, ‘ What shall! do 
to be saved ?? We instructed him out of 
the Gospel. He came again, and at 
length renounced his idols. and we have 
no doubt gave his heart to Christ. After 
many weeks he joined a Christian church; 
but God did not suffer him to remain 
with us many years. He fella prey to 


the cholera, the prevailing disease of | 


the country. A little before he died, 
another young native Christian came to 
see and comfort him; and as he laid his 
languishing head on the bosom of this 
young friend, he almost broke out in an 
ecstacy, and said, in his native tongue, 
* Sing, brother, sing.’ ‘ And what, bro- 
ther, shall I sing? ‘Sing salvation, 
salvation through the death of Jesus! 
Salvation through the death of Jesus.’ 
And I believe these were the last words 
he uttered. [Mr Carey at NY. 
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REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 


A rouxe man who had been gradu- 
ated at one of our first colleges, and was 
celebrated for his literary attainments, 
particularly his knowledge of mathe- 
matics, settled in a village where a faith- 
ful and zealous minister of the gospel 
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was stationed. It was not long before 
the clergyman met with him in cne of 
his evening walks, and after some con- 
versation, as they were about to part, 
addressed him as follows: I have heard 
you celebrated for your mathematical 
skill: I have a problem which I wish 
you to solve. What isit? eagerly en- 
quired the young man. The clergyman 
answered with a solemn tone of voice, 
‘ What shall it profit a man if he gain 
the whole world and lose his own soul ” 
The youth returned home, and endeav- 
oured to shake off the impression fast- 
ened on him by the problem proposed 
to him, but in vain. In the giddy round 
of pleasure, in his business, and in his 
studies, the question still forcibly re- 
turned to him, What shal] a man profit 
if he gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul? It finally resulted in his con- 
version, and he is now an able advocate 
and preacher of that Gospel which he 


| once rejected. [MW ¥. Obs. 
PERSECUTION OVERRULED. 


Tue ardent zeal of the famous Mr. 
Bradoury formerly minister of the 
church in New Court, Garey-street, ex- 


| posed him to the hatred of the Papists, 








who employed a person to take away 
his life. To make himself fully acquaint. 
ed with Bradbury’s person, the man 
frequently attended at places of worship 
where he preached, and placed himself 
in the front of the gallery, with his coun- 
tenance fixed onthe preacher. It was 
scarcely possible, in such circumstances, 
wholly to avoid listening to what was 
said. Mr. B.’s forcible manner of pre- 
senting divine truth to view, awakened 
the man’s attention entered his under- 
standing, and became the means of 


changing his heart. He came to the 


preacher with trembling and confusion, 
and told his affecting tale, gave evi- 
dence of his conversion, became a mem- 
ber of the church, and was, to the hour 
of his death, an ornament to the gospe 
which he professed. 
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LEAVES FROM A NO!E BOOK. i 
Tue mass of people—of sober, serious | 
people, are conscious, that they do feel | 
religion to be a sad, dull, melancholy | 
thing. And the simple reason is, that | 
they know nothing about it—that they | 
actually attend to it as a matter of mere 
formality But only get in earnest about | 
it—only come to understand it—only let 
your eyes be opened to behold what is 
arrayed and exhibited in it—within it— 
in its inner courts; and you shall con- 
fess that all the world calls fine and 








grand, is but a heap of dust and ashes: 


—The real living fact you shall discover, 
is—that all the world admires as beauti 

ful and glorious, is but a collection of 
mimicries—of most a. pitiful, 
drivelling mimicries of the objects and 
images which religion comprises. 





We read, concerning those that went 
forth to meet the bridegroom, that such 
of them “as were ready went in with 
him to the marriage, and the door was 
shut.” There is no admission into 
Heaven—no participation of its joys and 
glories, fur unprepared souls. 
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AGENT’S ACCOUNT. 


— 


Monies received by James R. Burdick, 


Agent for the Columbian College in tie 


Viistrict of Columbia. 


For the Professorship of Ecclesiastical 
History and Christian Discipline. 


| 

| 

SOUTH CAROLINA, | 

March 3. From Rev. Richard | 
' 





Furman, D. D. Charleston, $20 00 


Mrs. Eliza Fiinn, 40 00 | 
James Harper, Esq. 10 00 | 
A.C. Smith, Esq. 10 (0 |) 
Henry Wheeler, Esq. 10 00 || 
Miss Elizabeth Rhighton, 20 00 | 
Thomas Napier, Esq. 10 00 | 
Oliver Fuller, Esq. 10 00 |} 
Mrs. Esther Belin, 10 ‘00 | 


Joseph Whilden, perhand 
| 
{ 











of D. R. Beaubian, Beaufort, S$ 75 
March 23. William Fripp, Esq. 50 00 
John Bell, Esq. 20 00 | 
George M. Stoney, M.D. 20 00) 
William Morcock, Esq. 10 00 | 
Lewis R. Sams, Esq. 30 00 || 
Abraham Huguenin, Esq. 
Coosawhatchie, 50 00 
Wm. D. Martin, Esq. 10 00 
Mrs. Ann M. Robert, Ro. 
bertville, 10 00 
May 12. Matthew Mims, Esq. 
Edgefield District, 10 00 
Joel Adams, Sen. Esq 
Richland District, 25 00 
Daniel Baldwin, 10 00 
James Hopkins, 10 00" 
Gol. David Myers, 20 U0 


Samuel I. Murray, Esq. 
Sumpter District, 10 00 


GEORGIA, 


April 5. From Josiah Penfield, 


Esq. Savannah, $10 00 
Mrs. Sarah Pettibone, 10 00 
George D. Sweet, 10 00 
Homes Tupper, 10 00 
Rev. Charles O. Scriven, 

Sunbury, 10 GO 
Mrs. Scriven, 10 00 
O. Stevens, for the estate 

of P. Winn, 10 00 
Jeseph Hargraves, Esq. 

Liberty county, 10 60 


James Smith, Esq. Darien, 10 00 


| April 9.8. Rockwell, Esq. Mil- 


ledgeville, 30 00 
Alexander M’Donnel, 10 00 
William Walker, sen. Esq. 

Eatonton, 50 00 
Jeremiah Clark, 20 00 
Jeremiah Clark, last ann. 

sub. 10 00 
William Flournoy, Esq. 20 00 
William Williams, Esq. 10 00 

April 28. Col. Abner Davis, 
Jones co. 10 00 
May 9. Mrs. Nancy Simmons, 

Wilks co. 20 00 
Rev. John H. Walker, 

Lincoln co. 50 00 
William Jones, Esq. Co- 

lumbia co. 10 00 

May 23 Rev. Adiel Sherwood, 
Green co. 10 00 
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ALABAMA, 
May 29. John Ashurst, Esq. 





Montgomery, $50 00 

June 10. Capt. C. Hi. a friend, 
Madison co. 10 00 
$808 75 





For the Professorship of Languages and 
Biblical Literature, 


SOUTH CAROLINA, 
March 5. From James Harper, 


Esq. Charleston, 25 00 
Silas Howe, 25 OV 
-Edward G. Sass, 5 00 

March 20. Henry Field, M. D. 

May River, 10 00 
Mrs. Martha P. Hopkins, 

Beaufort, 19 00 
Mrs Sarah C. Barnes, 10 00 
Mrs, Elizabeth Graham, 5 00 

March 25. Joseph I. Lawton, 

Robertville, 5 00 
Alexander I. Lawton, 5 00 
Rev. W A Lawton, 5 00 
Mrs. Sarah Lawton, 5 00 

March 31. Rev. Hezekiah Boyd, 15 00 
B. N. Robert, Esq. 25 00 
Ann M. Martin, 5 OU 
Miss Civility Maner, 5 00 
Jane A. Bostick, 10 00 
Robert G. Norton, 5 00 

May 12 Rev. Basil Manley, 

Edgefield, 20 00 
16 Peter Lumkin, Esq. 25 OU 


19. Wm. W. Adams, M. D. 








Richland District, 5 00 
James Adams, Esq. 12 50 
ALABAMA, 
Tiomas Miller, Madisonco. 5 00 
GEORGIA. 

April 10. Rev. James Shannon, 
Sunbury, 15 00 
$257 50 

For the Presidency. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

March S. From Wm. W. Har- 
per, Charleston, $10 00 

25. John Robert, Nobert- 
vilie, 10 00 
James I. Robert, 10 U0 

31. William H. Robert, 
Barnwell District, 5 00 

May 12. A. B.M’Whorter, M.D. 
Edgefield, 5 00 

James Adams, Esq. Rich- 
land District, 5 00 











May 19. Arthur Simpkins, Esq. 


Edgefield District, $10 00 
Col. Abner Blocker, 10 00 
GEORGIA, 
May 2. John West, Esq. jun. 
Greensboro, 10 00 
Oliver Porter, Esq. 5 00 
$80 00 


Personal Donations. 
May 19. From S. Howe, Esq. 











1 pair shoes, Charleston, S.C, $1 50 
23. Mrs. Elizabeth Graham, 

Beaufort, S.C. 10 00 
Matthew Farley, Esq. 

Putnam co. Ga. 5 00 

June. Thomas Shearer, M. D. 

Elyton, Alabama, 1 00 
Mrs. Sarah Shearer, 1 00 
Mrs. Catharine Brooks, 1 08 
Friends, miscellaneous ar- 

ticles, Va. and Ala. 1 50 

$21 00 
April 10. From Wm. Cooper, 
Esq. Savannah, for Tract 
Society, $6 00 
Fer Indigent Students. 

From James Adams, Esq. 

Richland District, 8. C. $7 40 
Foreign Missiens. 

From Col. Abner Blocker, 
Edgefield, Treasurer of South 
Carolina State Convention, $100 00 

Same, uncurrent bills, 3 0 

Thomas Cooper, Eatonton, 

Ga. 10 00 

$113 00 
Domestic Missions. 

From Miss E. Blocker, 
Edgefield, $0 5¢ 

Miss Catherine Wellbone, 

Wilks co. Ga. 12 

$0 62 
For Columbian Collere. 
May 12 From Rev Basil Man- 

ly, Edgefield, SC. Sli 00 
A.H. Fort, Esq. Lexing- 

ton c. h. 1 00 
















318 


THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 














— 
















May 12. Mrs. Phebe Fort, $1 00 
Collection at Lexingtonc.h. 2 12 
Peter Doty, Columbia, §.C. 1 00 
J M. Clark, Esq 4 Ou 
Richard Williams, Edge- 

field Wistrict, S C. 1 00 
Lewis Asbel, 1 00 
B. M. Blocker, Esq. 1 OU | 
Jesse Blocker, Esq. 1 00} 
Col. Abner Blocker, 1 00} 
Same, Treasurer of S.C. | 

State Convention, 230 50 | 

April 21. Wm. Flournoy, Esq. 

Eatonton, Ga. 30 00 | 
28. Rev. I. L. Brookes, 

Jasper co. Ga. 1 00 
Mrs. Lucina S. Brookes, 1 00) 
Col. Abner Davis, Jones 

co Ga. 1 00) 
Mrs. Elizabeth Davis, 1 00 | 
Rev. Benjamin Milner, 1 Ov | 
Mrs. Penelope Milner, 1 00) 
Hiram Warner. Esq. 1 00 | 
Rev. Edmund Talbot, 1 00, 
Mrs. Susanna Talbot, 1 00) 
Samuel Cannen, 1 0v 
Rev John Milner, 1 00 
D.S Webb, 1 00 | 
John Johnson, 1 0U 
Oliver Morse, 10° | 
Pitt S. Milner, 1 00 | 
Elizabeth E. Milner, 1 00} 
Philip Thurmond, Jasper co. 5 00 | 
Rev Cyrus White, 1 00) 
Frances Martin, 1 00 | 
2 Obadiah Pcholds, Esq. 1 00 
Archibald Perkins Esq. 1 0U 
Col. J. Hitchcock, Morgan 

co. Ga. 5 00 
Young Stokes, Esq. 1 00 
Edmund Walker, 1 00) 
Mrs. Susan Walker, i 00} 
Grant Davis, 3 00 
Adam G Saffold, Esq. 10 00 
Mrs. Rebecca Walton, 5 00 
7. Rev Adiel Sherwood, 

Green co. Ga 1 00 
Vincent Sanford, 10 
Mrs. Randal), 1 00 
Redman Thornton, 5 00 
Armisted Atkinson, 1 0 
Martha C. Divant, 1 U0 
Mary VWellborne, 1 0) 
Rev James Matthews, 1 Ov 
Osborn Stone, Esq. Wilks 

co. Washington, 1 00 
Capt David Hillhouse, 1 00 
Wm Dearing, 2 ov 
9. John Turacr, Hancock 

co. Ga. 1 Ov 
Wm, Hudson, 1 00 | 
John Hubbert, 1 00 











May 2. John West, Esq. jun. 


Green co. Ga. $1 00 
Wm. Walker, sen. Esq. 
Eatonton, Ga 10 00 
Same for Wr. Williams, 1 00 
Same for A Halloway, 1 00 
Same for Edward Delong, 1 00 
Same for J. Deavenport, 1 00 
Same for Richard Pace, 1 Oo 
Same for J. A Cogburn, 1 00 
Same for Samuel Wrights, 1 00 
Same for Virgil H. Walker, 1 00 
Joel Branham, M. D 5 00 
Thomas Cooper, Esq. 0 00 
| June 1. Mrs. Nancy Flournoy, 5 00 
Anabella Porter, Morganco. 1 00 
H. Warner, Esq. Craw- 
ford co. 175 
Henry Crowell, Creek 
Agency, 1 50 
Thomas Crowell, Fort 
Mitchel, Creek Nation, 3 50 
Haynes Crabtree, do. 1 Uo 
ALABAMA. 
June 10. From Green B. Pink- 
son, Montgomery co. 4 00 
Joseph W. Field, 5 00 


Col. Edward D. 
Perry co. 

John Tabb, 

Wyatt C. Webb, M. D. 

John Hackworth, 

Jes-e Traverse, Green co. 

David ‘fowndsend, 

Thomas Childs, 

Lewis Mathews, 

William Thomas, 

John May, 

William Bell, 

Mrs. E. Bell, 

Lewis Stephens, 

Mrs. Mary Hutchins, 

Eleanor Thomas, 

John Gary, Tuscaloosa co. 

Samuel Cauldwell, 

Sarah Cauldwell, 

George Darden, 

John Brown, 

D. Johnson, and Zadock 
Mitchell, 

20. George A. M’Cain, 

Mrs. Rebecca M’Cain, 

Miss Jane M ‘Cain, 

Rev. R L Kennon, 

Thomas Lovel, Esq. 

Robert C. M'Alpine, 

Levin Powell, 

$.M. Muck, 

Rev. Hosea 
Jones Valiey, 

Wm. B. Duncan, M. D. 
Elyton, 1 


King, 
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June 27. Rev. J. Allen, Hunts. 
ville, $2 00 
William Leech, Esq. 1 00 
George Holton, 1 00 
A Lady, a friend to College, 2 00 


Capt Wm. Lesslie, Madi- 

















RECAPITULATION. 


For the Professorship of Ec- 
clesiastical History and Chris- 
tian Discipline, 


$808 75 
For the Professorship of Lan- 








son Co. 1 00 || guages and Biblical Literature, 257 50 
Aug.7 Rev J. Fishback, D. D. For the Presidency, 80 00 
Lexington, Ky. 10 00 For Personal Donations, 21 00 
The Uniontown Baptist For Tract Society, 6 00 
church, Pa. a collection, 4 51 For Indigent Students, 7 50 
Isaac Beeson, Esq. Union- For Foreign Missions, 113 00 
town, Pa. 5 90 For Domestic Missions, 62 
For the Columbian College, 465 89 
$465 89 $1760 26 
+ 
COLUMBIAN COLLEGE. 
a 


Money received by the Treasurer of the 


Columbian College during the month of 


September, 1825. 








To extinguish College Debt. 
Sept. 5. By Job Durfee, Agent, (including 
$18 paid before,) $48 50 
Philemon Bennet, N.C. hand of 
J. Durfee, 1 00 
i2, J. E. Welch, N.J. cash 2 00 
James Logan, ¥*© 1 00 
Thomas Swain, | 1 00 
Samuel Jones, 1 00———5 00 
i4. Harvey Ball, agent, (one dollar 
each, 71 00 
6. Thomas Brown, N. J. self $1 00 
Jonathan Osborn, jr. 1 00 
David Osborn, 1 00 
Richard R. Frazee, 1 00 
John B. Osborn, 1 00 
Dennis Coles, 1 00 
Wm. Acken, 1 00 
Aaron Tabout, 1 00 
Stephen Bunnel, 1 00 
Isaac Roll, 1 00 
Samuel B. Miller, 1 00 
Aaron M. Osborn, 1 00 
Wn. P. Shotwell, 1 00 
Noah Drake, 1 00 
Mathias Brown, 1 00 
John Allen, 1 00 
C. Osborn, i 00 
«Margaret Bradford, 1 00 
Frazee Coles, 1 00 
Manifield Frazee, 1 00 
Charles Cox, 1 00 
Jonathan Osborn, 1. 00—~-22 0 


Sept. 19. Estate of Jeremiah Hunt, de- 


ceased, £25 00 
22. Robert Ryland, Va. from George 
T. Tod, £1 00 
Charles Tod, 1 00 
James Webb, 1 00 
Archee Brown, 1 00 
‘Thomas W. Todd, 1 00 
Mary C. Roy, 1 00 

Elizabeth H. Gaines, 1 007 00 


28. Simon Fletcher, from Leonard 
Fletcher, #1 00 
Eleanor Fletcher, 3 00-2 00 





Total for College debt, &c. #181 50 





For the New Building. 
Sept. 3. By John F. Wilson, Society Hill, 











S. C. $20 60 
Henry Jackson, Charleston, Ms, 1 00 
Maria T. Jackson, do. do. 1 00 

13. Enoch Reynolds, 20 00 

15. Waiter Jones, 25 00 

Joseph Pearson, 10 60 

i7. Wm. Dement, 10 00 
23. Tobias Watkins, (including $10 

paid before,) 25 00 

Total for New Building, 112 00 

College Debs, 181 $0 

Total in September, £293 50 















ee 





oes. 














































THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 








POETRY. 


THE DEATH OF THE CHRISTIAN, 


ee eee 


The fine lines annexed are from the pen 
of Bishop Heber; to whose poetic 


talents and religious feeling we are | 


indebted for some of our richest spe- 
cimens of this kind of composition. 


Tuov art gone to the grave—but we 
will not deplore thee; 

Though sorrows and darkness encom 
pass the tomb, 

The Saviour has passed through its por- 
tals before thee ; 

And the lamp of his love is thy guide 
through the gloom 


Thou art gone to the grave—we no 
longer behold thee, 

Nor tread the rough path of the world 
by thy side: 

But the wide arms of mercy are spread 
to infold thee, 

And sinners may hope, since the Sinless 
has died. 


Thou art gone to the grave—and its 
mansion forsaking, 

Perhaps thy tried spirit in doubt linger. 
ed long; 

But the sunshine of Heaven beamed 
bright on thy waking, 


And the song which thou heardst was | 


the scraphim’s song. 


Thou art gone to the grave—but ’twere 
wrong to deplore thee, 

When Gop was thy ransom—thy guar- 
dian—thy guide ; 

He gave thee—and took thee—and soon 
will restore thee, 

Where death hath no sting, since thy 








THE FEMALE PILGRIM. 





sation with Miss 
ceding her dissolution. 





Passing through this darksome vale ? 
Know’st thou not ’tis full of danger, 


| And will not thy courage fail ?” 


“ Pilgrim thou dost justly call me, 
Wandering o’er this waste so wide, 
But no harm can e’er befall me 
While I’m blest with such a guide.” 


Hence my fears for thee arise ; 


thee, 
*Tis unseen by mortal eyes.” 


“Yes, unseen ; but yet, believe me, 
Such a guide my steps attend ; 
He’ll in every state attend me, 

He from every harm defend.” 


“Pilgrim, see that stream before thee 
Darkly winding through the vale, 
Should its deadly waves roll o’er thee 
Would not then thy courage fail ?”’ 


“No, that stream has néthing frightfu’ 
To its brink my steps I'll bend; 
Thence to plunge will be delightful, 
There my pilgrimage will end” 


While I gazed, with speed surprising, 
Down the stream she plunged from sight 
Gazing still 1 saw her rising, 

Like an angel clothed with light. 








Sayiour has died ! 


iM. ¥. Obs 


Written by Dr. Holmes, after a conver. 
» the day pre- 


“ Whither go’st thou, pilgrim stranger, 


** Such a guide! No guide attends thee, 


Should some guardian power befrienc 
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